
To the church family and friends,  

 What a blessing it has been for Carole and myself to have 
shared in the lives of the members and friends of First Baptist Church 
of Taylorsville! While our interim service has been part time, the church 
has been on our minds full time. It has been a joy to share in preaching 
a little of my biblical research I have been doing since my retirement a 
decade ago. We are grateful for the deacons who have volunteered 
their time to assist us in visitation. What a great time it has been getting 
to know the people. We never really begin to know one another until we 
take the time to sit down and share in  general conversation and learn 
something about the life journey of others. What a blessing it has been 

to be welcomed into so many homes for serious times, laughter and sharing! This is how we experience the true church and gain 
a real perspective of what God is doing in and through the lives of his people. Most churches need a serious plan for helping their 
members get to know and appreciate one another. Churches have a goldmine of life experiences and Godôs work to discover by 
learning about the life journeys of their people. We all need to enlarge our circle of friends and we would if we just knew more 

about what God has done and is doing in the lives of others.  

 My time at First Baptist has shown me that there are important areas of development and growth at the fingertips of the 
church. My experience with the congregation convinces me there are many untapped resources among the people who will     
appreciate the challenge and an opportunity to participate. There is already a good 
foundation of excellent community and service ministries working very well. The      
greatest asset of the congregation is God has a plan for his church to bring people to 
Christ and the life he offers. There are great resources among the people. The        
challenge will be in bringing the two together. The goal for Godôs church has not 
changed. We are to bring people to salvation in Christ and train them as disciples. 
Herein is the joy and fulfillment the congregation needs. Doubts are removed, and hard 
work is rewarded when people see their efforts bring people to salvation in Christ. It is 
the task of leadership to lead beyond the good things to achieve this main thing that 

Christ has assigned to his church. 

 With new leadership coming, I will return to my research, writing, and some 
preaching while trying to be supportive of First Baptist. The Lord has revealed to me the 
locations of various farm ponds to which I have access. I plan to add these places to my 
visitation list. Every man needs a few places to meditate and provide himself an old 

fashion southern supper.  

 God has graciously allowed us to share in ministry around the country and we 
keep looking forward to the next phase of Godôs work that he may include us in his 
plans. Meanwhile, we will always be grateful for the opportunity to discover so many 
gracious people in the Taylorsville church. You have been supportive and  encouraging 
in ways that have blessed our lives. How glad we are to recommend this church family 
to those looking for a church family and partners in Christ. And we especially             

recommend the church to those who have yet to come to know Christ!  

May God bless you all for your kindness to us!                                                                                                                                          

Dr. Broyles 
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 A few weeks ago, I asked 

the adult and youth Sunday 

School classes to help me by     

listing their three favorite hymns. 

The   results of this survey were 

close to what I expected but I 

must admit there were some      

interesting findings.  

 In case you are wondering 

there was a very close race for the 

first and second favorite songs 

with Amazing Grace  receiving 16 

votes and The Old Rugged Cross  

receiving 15 votes. These two 

songs are long time favorites of 

mine as well.  

 So, what is so surprising 

about that, you may ask? Well 

honestly nothing at all. I totally   

expected Amazing Grace  to be 

the favorite by a long shot. What is 

not to love about Amazing 

Grace ? The story of how the song 

came to be a classic hymn is 

enough to make it a favorite 

among many.  

     

 One of the things I didnõt 

anticipate was the plethora of  

favorite hymns. Out of 36 people 

surveyed there were a total of 51 

different hymn titles listed.        

Honestly, I expected about ten 

different titles to make a strong 

showing. So, when the titles kept 

coming and kept coming I         

decided it was time to analyze 

things a little bit. Here is what I 

found:  

¶ Age is not a defining          

characteristic of song            

preferences. While the youth 

did list a few òcontemporaryó 

songs, they listed some classic 

hymns as well. And on the flip 

side, it was interesting to see 

from the more mature classes 

mixtures of style and message. 

One ballot listed a Classic 

hymn, a southern gospel         

favorite and a contemporary 

praise song.  

¶ Each of the 51 songs listed 

have special purposes for the 

people who love them so 

much. As I looked at the          

anonymous surveys I realized 

that many of the people who 

completed them stuck with a 

similar theme throughout their        

choices. Whether the theme 

was grace, Jesus blood,      

mercy, Godõs Faithfulnessé

whatever it was there were 

many who listed songs along 

the same theme.  

¶ Our differences in favorite 

hymns is what characterize our 

individual natures as we join 

into one body. I was so       

pleasantly surprised to find 51 

different hymn titles through 

the survey. It takes so many 

people to make up the body 

of Christ. As we have heard  

before someone has to be the 

arm and someone else the 

hand. This applies to our       

musical choices as well. Each 

of us love a different hymn for 

different reasons. We have all 

had our own set of struggles 

and successes. Our worship 

then transforms from the       

circumstances we have lived 

through.  

 Thank you so much for  

sharing these songs with me and 

helping me to get a better idea of 

the churchõs musical personality. 

Over the next several months 

many of these songs will be        

making their way into our Sunday  

morning worship services. My hope 

is our worship can be a place 

where we draw near to the throne 

of God, through our music, 

through our prayer and through 

the word.  

Singing His Praises!                                                                                       
Bro. Carl  

Our Sincere Appreciation!  

Vacation Bible School Director, Belinda Snider was recognized for 29 years 
of service during the June 10th worship service.   

Dr. Paul Broyles presented Belinda a Certificate of Appreciation and a 
copy of his book, A Parentõs Guide to New Christian Training for their Children - 
Sharing the Christian Journey Together.   

Belinda has worked diligently to plan, coordinate, and direct many fun and 
exciting VBS programs during her tenure.  While the VBS format has changed through 
the years, two things have remained the same . . . Sharing the love of Jesus  and the 
First Baptist morning program!   

Belinda greatly appreciates the many workers who volunteer each year to 
help with a variety of tasks.  According to Belinda, ñfor some of the children, this is their 
first opportunity to be in church.  It is so important to make sure we minister to them 
and show them the love of Jesus through our words and actions during VBS.ò  Belinda 
has already started working ñIn the Wildò VBS 2019!   

Pray for the Vacation Bible School Ministry and the children who attend.  
Please consider helping next summer!  All help and support is greatly appreciated! 
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 Y  Y  Y  

 On Sunday, June 17, 2018, First Baptist extended a call to Bro. 

Chance McConnell for ministry and  service as Pastor.  Bro. Chance    

becomes the 30 th leader in the190 year history of the church.  Joining him 

will be his wife Brittany and new daughter Layliana Joy!   

 First Baptist members and friends enjoyed a time of conversation 

and fellowship with the McConnell Family on Saturday afternoon.  After 

dinner, Bro. Chance shared his testimony, faith, and vision.   

 Bro. Chance will begin leading in worship on Sunday, July 29 th .   

Immediately following the worship service, the church will have a lunch 

to welcome the McConnell Family.  One of the church traditions is to 

òpoundó the new pastor with a pound of something for their pantry or 

you may wish to give them a òhousewarmingó gift.  Once the family has 

had time to get established, a baby shower will be held for the new      

parents and daughter Layli.     

       Please pray for the McConnell Family as they make the transition 

to First Baptist and Taylorsville.  We look forward to many years of studying 

the word of God and serving the Lord together.    

 Y  Y  Y  


